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NA NEW AGE NOW BEGINS" BY PAGE SMITH 
CFOR USE AS INDEPENDENCE DAY MATERIAL) 


ANNCR: THE VOICE OF AMERICA BRINGS YOU NOW ANOTHER IN THE 


WEEKLY SERIES FROM THE BOOKSHELF -- A SERIES IN WHICH 


WE REPORT ON GOOKS ANERICANS ARE READING. TODAY, CHRIS 
KERN'S REVIEW OF "A NEW AGE NOW BEGINS," BY PAGE SIIITH, 
A NEW HISTORY OF THE ANERICAN REVOLUTION PUGLISHED BY 


HICGRAW-HILL. HERE IS YOUR BOOK EDITOR ----- See ae ae a 


EDITOR: THE AHERICAN REVOLUTION IS ONLY TWO HUNDRED YEARS It! 
THE PAST, BUT FOR HOST OF US IT MIGHT AS WELL CE ANCIENT 
HISTORY. MOST AIIERICANS HAVE ONLY A HAZY, SCHOOLDAY 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE WAR THAT LED TO THEIR COUNTRY'S 
INDEPENDENCE. OST OF THE REST OF THE WORLD HAS 


VIRTUALLY NO UNDERSTANDINIG OF IT AT ALL. 


THERE WAS A TINE WHEN HEROIC EVENTS WERE PASSED DOVN 
BY VORD-OF-IOUTH FROII GENERATION TO GENERATION, S8UT 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION TOOK PLACE AT THE END OF THE 
ERA OF ORAL HISTORY. PRINTED HISTORY IS HORE EXACT, 
OF COURSE, AND THERE HAS BEEN NO SHORTAGE OF HATERIAL 
ON THE SUCJECT. BUT PRINTED HISTORY -- IN CONTRAST TO 
STORY TELLING -- INEVITABLY BECOMES THE PROVINCE OF THE 
EXPERTS, OF THE ACADEMIC HISTORIANS. PAGE SIIITH'S 
PURPOSE IN HIS NEW HISTORY OF THE REVOLUTION IS TO 
REMOVE IT FROM THEIR CLUTCHES AND RETURN IT TO THE 
PEOPLE. 


EDITOR: 
CCONT'D) 


VOICE: 


EDITOR: 
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SHITH BELIEVES THAT THE STORY OF THE ANERICAN REVOLUTION 
BELONGS TO THE PEOPLE DECAUSE IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL PART 
OF OUR CONMON HERITAGE -- NOT ONLY FOR AIERICANS, BUT 


FOR THE REST OF THE WORLD AS WELL. AS HE WRITES: 


"THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION IS ONE OF A GREAT CIIAIN OF 
REVOLUTIONARY EVENTS THAT BEGAN WITH THE ENGLISH CIVIL 
MAR AND THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION AID RAN THROUGH THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, AND MOST 
RECENTLY, THE CHINESE REVOLUTION; ONE OF A SERIES OF 
CATACLYSHIC EVENTS THAT CHANGED THE \WIORLD. . . .WE ARE 
NOW ONE REVOLUTIONARY WORLD. OR TO PUT THE NATTER IN 
A FAHILIAR MAXIII: WE ARE ALL IN THE SANE BOAT. IT IS 
THUS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE FOR ALL THE NATIONS OF 
THE MODERN WORLD TO UNDERSTAND OUR COIIHON REVOLUTIONARY 
TRADITION AND TO RECOGHIZE THE BRUTE FORCE OF MODERN 
TECHNOLOGY MUST BE MASTERED AND HUMANIZED, WHETHER WE 
CALL OURSELVES CAPITALISTS, SOCIALISTS, COMHUNISTS, 


REPUBLICANS OR DEMOCRATS." 


OF COURSE, THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION == UNLIKE HOST OF 

THOSE THAT FOLLOWED -- WAS BASED NOT SO MUCH ON IDEOLOGY 

AS ON PRACTICALITY. IT WAS JUSTIFIED AT FIRST AS A 

PROTEST AGAINST TAXES THAT WERE IMPOSED BY AN UNPRESENTATIVE 
PARLIAMENT, LATER AS A WAR AGAINST AN ARBITRARY KING, 

BUT WHAT IT REALLY WAS == PAGE SIiITH SUGGESTS -- WAS A 
POPULAR REVOLT OF UNPRECEDENTED NATURE: A DEMAND THAT 
GOVERNMENT SERVE THE PEOPLE, NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND: 


VOICE: 


EDITOR: 


VOICE: 
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"TO BELIEVE FOR A HIOHENT THAT CONTENTIOUS PROVINCIALS 

AND RURAL BULPKINS COULD CREATE THE COMPLEX AGENCIES OF 
SELF=GOVERNMENT WAS RIDICULOUS ON THE FACE OF IT; AS 
ABSURD AS TC BELIEVE THAT THEY COULD PRODUCE AN ARIY 
CAPABLE OF STANDING AGAIi!ST THE FINEST SOLDIERS IN THE 
WORLD. THE BRITISH CAN HARDLY BE BLAMED FOR THEIR 
INCOMPREHENSION, THEY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO 
HAVE PENETRATED A TRANSFORIMATION IN THE NATURE OF SOCIETY 
AND POLITICS SO PROFOUND THAT IT IS EVEN TODAY NOT FULLY 
COMPREHENDED. . . . WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN BRIEF WAS THAT, 
PERHAPS FOR THE FIRST TIE IN HISTORY, THE PEOPLE WERE 
EMERGING. IT WAS THIS RISING OF THE PEOPLE IN WHAT 

THEIR BRITISH MASTERS WERE DISPOSED TO REFER TO AS ‘A 
DEMOCRATICAL PHRENZY' THAT WAS PROBABLY THE MOST STRIKING 


FACT OF THE AHERICAN REVOLUTION," 


THE REVOLUTION WOULD EVENTUALLY DEVELOP AN IDEOLOGY OF 
SORTS -- A DOCTRINE OF LIMITED GOVERNHENT THAT WAS 
MENORTALIZED IN WRITTEN CONSTITUTIONS IN THE FORMER 
COLONIES AND, ULTIMATELY, IN A CONSTITUTION FOR THE 


UNITED STATES. 


"THE SPECIAL AND UNIQUE ANERICAN CONTRIBUTION TO THOSE 
ARRANGEMENTS UNDER WHICH PEOPLE LIVE TOGETHER IN RELATIVE 
HARMONY WAS TO BE IN THE FRAIIING OF CONSTITUTIONS. FOR 
THE NEXT FOURTEEN YEARS, THEIR PRINCIPAL INTELLECTUAL 
ENERGIES WERE TO FLOW IN THIS DIRECTION, IF THE BRITISH 
BROUGHT PARLIAMENTARY GOVERNMENT TO ITS HIGHEST AND MOST 


EXPRESSIVE FORM, THE AMERICANS USHERED IN THE AGE OF 
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lan 
VOICE: | CONSTITUTION-IAKING, AN ENTERPRISE NEI! IN THE HISTORY 
CCONT 'D 
OF THE WORLD AND CARRIED OUT OM AN UNPRECEDENTED SCALE 

ie | BY SEVERAL SCORE OF PROVII.CIAL POLITICANS. FRAMING 

‘~- : CONSTITUTIONS WAS, IN A TIANNER OF SPEAKING, THE WAY 
, AHERICANS 'FRAHED' THEMSELVES, THE WAY THEY FORHED AND 
_ DIRECTED THEIR Ol) CONSCIOUSNESS. IM COLONIAL AIERICA 
_ A NOTABLE AND NOVEL CONSCIOUSNESS HAD CONE INTO EXISTENCE 
. THAT MADE THE RESISTANCE TO GREAT BRITAIN POSSIBLE. THAT 


CONSCIOUSNESS HAD TO FIND A PRACTICAL POLITICAL FORII; 


THE FORM IT FOUND WAS COVUISTITUTIONAL,"  / 


EDITOR: PAGE SiiITH QUOTES JOH?! ADAMS? COMMENT, AT THE TIME THAT 
THE ANERICAN REVOLUTION VIAS TAKING PLACE, ON THE RESULT 
HE HOPED THAT WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE WOULD HAVE ON FUTURE 
GENERATIONS. "EI MUST STUDY POLITICS AID WAR," ADAMS 
SAID, "THAT IY SONS i1AY HAVE LIBERTY TO STUDY IATHENATICS 
AiID PHILOSOPHY. HY SONS OUGHT TO STUDY HATHENATICS AND 
PHILOSOPHY . . . IN ORDER TO GIVE THEIR CHILDREN A RIGHT 


TO STUDY PAINTING, POETRY CAND) iiuSIC. .. ." 


THAT, OF COURSE, IS LARGELY WHAT HAPPENED. BUT PAGE 
SUITH THINKS THAT THE GENERATION OF AMERICANS THAT IS 
NOW FREE TO STUDY PAINTING, POETRY AND iWUSIC SHOULDN'T 
TURN ITS GACK ON THEIR OW! HISTORY, ANO HE HAS TRIED 

TO MAKE THAT HISTORY AVAILABLE TO THEM IN A SERIOUS BUT 


NON-TECHNICAL BOOK. 


ANNCR: 
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YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO A REVIEW OF PAGE SNITH'S 

HISTORY OF THE ANERICAN REVOLUTION, “A NE\! AGE NOW BEGINS." 
AND NOW AN INVITATION TO JOTI! US NEXT WEEK CAT THIS 

TIME), WHEN THE VOICE OF AMERICA BRINGS YOU ANOTHER 

REPORT ON OWE OF THE iANY BOOKS AMERICANS ARE CHOOSING 


FROM THE BOOKSHELF. 
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